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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES OF BRITISH ORGANIZATIONS IN AZERBAIJAN AS AN ELEMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICY

G.Y. Niyazova
The article considers the United Kingdom language policy on the territory of Azerbaijan after the Soviet Union collapse, which is a bright example of the world political map redrawing. Taking into account the fact that the language is an important tool of the extending one’s influence over the country, we can say with certainty that the success of the specific state laying a claim to play the leading role in on the global political arena strongly depends on its ability to promote its language abroad, to enhance its status and to create such conditions where in the foreign country its language conquers the status close to the status of the native language. In this regard, the United Kingdom activity can serve as an example of a successful foreign language state policy.

The authors analyze the activity of such organizations as the British Council, the BBC and BP on spreading the English language. The aforesaid British organizations are the master plate of the efficient language state policy tools, as long as they not only actively develop the global picture of the world, but also promote the interests of the United Kingdom on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 

Azerbaijan encourages the United Kingdom intention to spread the English language on its territory and does its best in assisting in the implementation of the proposed initiatives, realizing that the spread of the English language being the language of a global communication in Azerbaijan would contribute to the raising of Azerbaijan status on the world arena.   
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ОБРАЗОВАТЕЛЬНЫЕ ПРОГРАММЫ БРИТАНСКИХ ОРГАНИЗАЦИЙ В АЗЕРБАЙДЖАНЕ КАК ЭЛЕМЕНТ ВНЕШНЕЙ ЯЗЫКОВОЙ ПОЛИТИКИ ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИ

Г.Ю. Ниязова 

В статье рассматривается языковая политика Великобритании на территории Азербайджана после развала Советского союза, события, которое стало ярким примером перекраивания политической карты мира. Принимая во внимание, что язык является важнейшим инструментом вовлечения государств в орбиту своего влияния, мы можем утверждать, что успешность страны на мировой политической арене во многом зависит от способности страны продвигать свой язык за рубежом, повышать его статус, создавая такие условия, при которых язык упомянутой страны, претендующей на ведущую роль в глобальном контексте, обретает статус близкий к статусу родного языка в иностранных державах. В этом отношении, деятельность Великобритании может служить примером успешной внешней языковой политики государства.

В статье анализируется деятельность организаций Британский совет, Би-би-си и BP по распространению английского языка. Указанные британские организации являются эталоном эффективного инструмента языковой политики государства, не только активно формируя глобальную картину мира, но и продвигая интересы Великобритании на постсоветском пространстве.

Азербайджан приветствует желание Великобритании распространить английский язык на своей территории и всячески способствует предлагаемым инициативам, понимая, что распространение английского языка, являющегося языком глобального общения, в Азербайджане способствует повышению статуса Азербайджана на мировой арене.
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The United Kingdom, being one of the leading world countries, strives to extend its influence over as many countries as possible. Herewith, along with the conventional influence sphere extension tools, London is definitely using the English language. It is not surprising as the language policy is one of the most efficient instruments of the national interest promotion and an important part of the ‘soft power’. Moreover, the constantly changing political map forces the leading actors of the world political scene to pay a careful attention to the promotion of its national language.  

The bright example of such reshuffle on the political map causing the world policy leading players to start promoting its national interests on the new territories through the language was the Soviet Union collapse. The former Soviet Republics accustomed to the fact that the status of the Russian language for a long time had been likened to the national and by some twist of fate gained their independence, granting them a right to retract from their ‘soviet past’, appeared to be opened to the whole world. Some of them decided that the refusal to support the Russian language status would promote the establishment of their national identity.

Only a few former Soviet countries such as Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan and partially Uzbekistan could effort preserving the support of the Russian language at the proper level. However, it does not mean the abandonment of the English language spreading on its territory.

The growing interest to the English language in Azerbaijan can be explained by entering into the ‘Contract of Century’. It was exactly the moment, after which British organizations started to actively promote their educational programmes in Azerbaijan. The successful activity of the British organizations within the territory of Azerbaijan was encouraged by the establishment of the English language as the language of international communication. Therefore, the Azerbaijanian orientation to the English language was explained by desire to overcome the economic crisis as quickly as possible and make a name for itself as for a state willing to take a dignified place on the international political arena.

Herewith, at the end of XX – in the beginning of XXI it became clear that the achievement of the goals set is possible only with the help of mass communication and new information technologies. “Development of the modern informational and communicational infrastructure has actually unified the formerly separated and isolated parts of the world into the one single integral unit, which in combination with the national interests of the leading world countries has actually turned any event taking place anywhere on the Earth into the subject of global interest, global international consideration, judgement and verdict. The international organizations, unions and groups of states are inevitably involved” [7, p. 15].

With relation to the fact that “the traditional struggle between the states nowadays is waged both in the conventional physical and new – virtual or cyber space” [4, page 44], the value of the electronic information exchange means is rapidly growing, while they account for significant volume of the whole information distributed. Simultaneously, it is necessary to consider the fact that the representation of the official position of the state regarding some particular issue is a task of the public sector companies, not a private.  

Taking into account the fact that the language is an important tool of the extending one’s influence over the country, we can say with certainty that the success of the specific state laying a claim to play the leading role in on the global political arena strongly depends on its ability to promote its language abroad, to enhance its status and to create such conditions where in the foreign country its language conquers the status close to the native language status. In this regard, the United Kingdom activity can serve as an example of a successful foreign language state policy.

British organizations by paying a proper attention to the English language spreading regardless of their primary goals make a significant contribution into the successful foreign language policy of the United Kingdom. Talking about United Kingdom, we, in our opinion, can distinguish three key world famous organizations labelled as ‘British’ operating in Azerbaijan.

First of all, the one should note an organization, whose primary target is to spread the English language and culture abroad. In this case, this is the British Council. Acting in cooperation with the Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan, the British Council achieves the significant results by implementing various projects aimed at the English language promotion in the education field.

Thus, the year 2009 in Azerbaijan was marked by the implementation of the project called ‘International English’. When introducing the project, Nicole de Lalouvière, the Head of the British Council in Azerbaijan, stated that one of the project components is the Global Home website offering special language mastering programmes and operating on a free basis, which was ”quite popular in many countries of the world, but in Azerbaijan it would be introduced for the first time” [1].

The British Council website for the Republic of Azerbaijan is created on the English language. One of the current projects represented on the website offers to internationalize the higher education [13] by joining affords of the governments, universities and business of the United Kingdom and its Partner States including Azerbaijan. The project is aimed at the sharing of experience in the area of economy, business and culture.   

The project sets the following goals: ‘the reinforcement of the higher education sector by cooperation and sharing of knowledge; the stimulation of the new generation of partnership between the governments, universities and business in Russia, the United Kingdom and other countries; the partnership support in the field of the higher education by assisting the potential participants in studying and teaching and using the English language as the working one’ [6].

The British Council pays a great attention to the people participating in the projects and keeps in touch with them; that indicates a deep and comprehensive organization’s approach to the English language spreading. Another evidence of it is the creation of the Azerbaijan-UK Alumni Association – AUKAA. The Association started its work on September 23, 2005, and nowadays with the support of the British Council, BP Company and the British Embassy it unites the people visited the United Kingdom under different educational programmes and achieved a certain success thanks to the education gained in the UK. The Association Members strive to establish and support the new social connections, to develop the cooperation in the area of economy at the level of the employment, business, reform projects, various researches and expert opinions [9].

The next organization that is worth noticing when talking about the United Kingdom foreign language policy is the BBC. The image of reliable news company created by the BBC has conquered and maintained the high level of confidence in this leading informational British corporation both within the United Kingdom territory and abroad. 

The British people confidence level in the BBC was reflected in the article called ‘The BBC Facing a Choice: Who Would Announce an Invasion with the Nuclear Weapon’ published in ‘the Independent’ on October 3, 2008 [14]. In particular, the article considered the hypothetical scenario in case of the potential nuclear war beginning.

The author wondered with a straight face, who from the BBC newscaster should notify the population of the catastrophe occurred. It is notable that the issue discussed in the article was not the consequences of the nuclear war, but the candidates for the role of the Apocalypse messenger. The choice was made not between some official and the BBC newscaster, but a priory between the different newscasters based on the public confidence rates. Therefore, the perfectly known and recognized voice belonging to the respectful and reputable person is necessary in order to ensure the safety and prevent the panic. By default the candidate is elected among the BBC newscasters. His goal is to let you understand that ‘the BBC is still with you’ [14].

Having reliably taken the leading position in the national informational field, the BBC is inevitably moving towards the beyond of the national broadcast limits to the international level and, therefore, towards the creation of the global informational picture favourable for the United Kingdom. 
Nowadays the BBC spread the information in all ways available to the electronic mass media, including radio, television and Internet, which is becoming more and more important. The Ukrainian political expert, the Head of the Gorshenin Institute of Management Problems, Vladimir Fesenko, when talking about the development of the unified informational space on the territory of the former Soviet Union, in his interview for the RIA Novosti stated that “nowadays there is a kind of ‘informational nesting doll’. First of all, there is a global informational space we live in. If somebody is fluent enough in English, he can watch the CNN or BBC, or Euronews… It is the global framework” [5]. This is exactly the reason why today the British company places its stake on the website.

Despite the fact that the BBC is unwilling to lose its status of an ‘independent and impartial news provider’ [10], the corporation was forced to stop its radio broadcasts on seven languages – Azerbaijanian, Mandarin Chinese, Russian, Spanish language for Cuba, Turkish, Vietnamese and Ukrainian. After the radio broadcasts were ceased, the service is switching to the online broadcasting via Internet. 

The Azerbaijanian BBC website is written on the Azerbaijanian language with the global news section in English. The website also has separate project BBCAZERI in Russian. It is interesting that in the ‘Main Languages’ section of the article dedicated to the general information on the country both Azerbaijanian and Russian are indicated.

The reform affected not only seven abovementioned languages. “The Corporation announced the complete shutdown of five language services – the services in Macedonian, Albanian, Serbian language, the English broadcasts in the Caribbean and the Portuguese broadcasts in the African countries will be totally liquidated” [2].

The situation is quite controversial, as long as on the one hand it is hard to assume that the Internet has already come to every Azerbaijanian house. It means that the audience of the Azerbaijanian BBC version will rapidly decrease. On the other hand, the Internet is more modern information sharing mean than radio, and it will bring the information to the rest of the audience in a more clear and straightforward way.

It goes without a shadow of doubt that the possibility to save and repeatedly reproduce the specific audiovisual sequence made the BBC activity on exerting influence on the global informational field more efficient. It should be noted that despite the wide variety of the communication means, it is the video that makes the strongest impression on the individual, that is easier to perceive and remember. There is a good and justly saying: ‘A picture is worth a thousand words’. The same idea is expressed by the professor N.A. Vasilyev in his paper ‘The Philosophic Aspects of the World Policy’: “…as it was noted by the number of researchers (e.g. G. Martin, G. Daytor), the material given via television and video is perfectly understood despite the fact that it may be seen on the screen only for a second” [3, p. 92].

And finally, we have to consider the activity of one more British company, for which the English language promotion abroad is not a primary task. Being an operator of the largest Azerbaijanian oil companies, gas fields and transport projects, the BP Corporation is faithfully interested in the development of Azerbaijan. This is the reason why the BP is actively supporting educational projects in Azerbaijan. 

In order to implement those educational programmes, the BP is closely cooperating with the Azerbaijan State Oil Academy, National Academy of Science, Khazar University, Baku State University, Azerbaijan Technical University and Caucasus University.  According to the information provided on the official corporation website, the BP activity is represented by the various programmes and initiatives including: educational grants, development of new disciplines for the Caucasus University, summer courses for geologist students, professional training of English language teachers, etc. 

One of the latest initiatives introduced by the BP in Azerbaijan was a project consisting of a series of lectures dedicated to the geologic and engineering science (BP Geosciences and Engineering Speaker Series – BPGESS). According to the Rashid Dzhavanshir, the BP Azerbaijan President, doctor of geological and mineralogical science, professor, active member of the National Academy of Science, who was a first lecturer and spoke on the topic ‘The South of the Caspian Basin: The Unique Geology and Unique Oil Systems’, the project was implemented “in order to share the common interests in relation to the future, own disciplines and plans for contributing into the development of Azerbaijan oil industry scientific basis. By offering such a unique educational opportunity for Azerbaijanian students, we hope to attract the best candidates via respective universities who have a potential for making a contribution into the geological science development and who are interested in the career and industry. We hope that this initiative will ultimately become an integral part of the university schedules and a real event for the community of students specializing in geology and engineering” [8].

The BP activity also covers the creation and support of the oil engineer communities. According to the official BP website the most successful and promising of them is the Caspian Engineers Society – CES, founded in 2007 [11]. According to the CES Chairman Rufat Azizov, during the several years of operation the community has won two international awards, which indicates the recognition of the value of work performed by it by the leading prestige organizations [12].

The official community website is developed in two languages – Azerbaijanian and English. According to the data provided on the website, besides the BP the Community is also cooperating with Khazar and Caucasus Universities.    

Therefore, having considered the activity of such British organizations as the British Council, BBC and BP, we can note that the English language promotion abroad, even not being a main task of the organization, is still extremely important for its successful activity. Azerbaijan encourages the United Kingdom intention to spread the English language on its territory and does its best in assisting the implementation of proposed initiatives, realizing that the spread of the English language, being the language of a global communication in Azerbaijan, would contribute to the raising of Azerbaijan status on the world arena.   

As long as British organizations are acting via the Ministry of Education of Azerbaijan and Azerbaijanian prestige higher education institutions, their activity ensures the more successful achievement of the goals on promoting economic and political interests of the United Kingdom in Azerbaijan. The aforesaid British organizations are the master plate of the efficient language state policy tools, as long as they not only actively develop the global picture of the world, but also promote the interests of the United Kingdom on the territory of the former Soviet Union. 
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