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PECULIARITIES OF TEACHING POLICE OFFICERS
THE BASICS OF THE RUSSIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

L.V. Naurazbaeva

The article shows the practical aspects of training employees of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia, as well as presents the means of
developing linguistic competence and ways of forming students’ cre-
ative capabilities.

The object of the research is to develop pedagogical principles for
organizing the learning process that contribute to the study of educa-
tional material in Russian Sign Language.

The subject of the research is Russian Sign Language.

The research methods consist of theoretical analysis of the works of
Russian and foreign linguists, method of empirical analysis.

The results of the scientific work are aimed at improving the efficiency
of educational work with students during the training program “Train-
ing skills of the Russian sign language for duty units employees, district
police officers, patrol service, traffic road safety, criminal investigation
department, for migration issues”.
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OCOBEHHOCTHU OBYYEHMUA
COTPYJHUKOB OPITAHOB BHYTPEHHUX JIEJI
OCHOBAM PYCCKOI'O ) KECTOBOTI'O A3BbIKA

JI.B. Haypa3zbaesa

B cmamve npeocmasnenv npakxmuueckue achekmul 00yueHUs co-
mpyoHuKos opeanos eHympenuux oen MBI Poccuu, cpeocmea paseu-
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Mus IUHSBUCTNIUYECKOU KOMNEMEHMHOCMU U CROcoObl hopmuposanus
KPeamugHblX 603MONCHOCMEN TUYHOCTU 00YYAIOUWUXCSL.

Lens nayunoeo uccnedosanus — aulpabomams nedazo2utecKue npuH-
YUNnbl Op2anu3ayuu npoyecca obyuenus, Cnocoocmeyiowue u3y4eHuro
YuebHO20 Mamepuana no pyCccKOMY HceCmosoMy A3bIKY.

Ilpeomemom nayunou pabomul AGNAEMCA PYCCKULL HCECMOBBILU A3bIK.

Ilpu usyyenuu onpocos Hcecmoswvix A3bIKOE NPUMEHANUCH MAKUE
Memoobl, KaK meopemuieckuti anaius pabom ome4ecmeeHHbIX u 3apy-
bedcHbIx uccredosamereti, MEMoO SIMAUPULECKO20 AHANU3A.

Pesynomamol HayyHou pabomsl HANPAGIeHvl HA NOGbIUUEHUE G-
GexmusrHocmu 06pazoeamenvHol pabomel ¢ 00YUAOUUMUCI 80 BPeMS
NPOX0oACOeHUsL NPocPaAMMbL npogheccuonatvbiozo ooyuenus « Ooyuenue
HABLIKAM PYCCKO20 JHCECMOB020 A3bIKA COMPYOHUKOE NOOPA30eleHUll
0@ACYPHBIX Yacmell, Y4aCmKOBbIX YHOTHOMOUEHHBIX NOAUYUU, NAMPY b~
HO-NOCMOB0LL CIyHCcObL, N0 0becnedeHuto 6e30NACHOCIU OOPOHCHOZO 08U~
JHCEHUS, Y20NI08HO20 PO3LICKA, NO ONPOCAM MUSPAYUUY.

Knroueswle cnosa: pycckuil scecmogulil s3viK; OAKMULOLO2USL, dHce-
cmbl; npocpamMMa 00y4eHust;, 00paz08amenbHblll NPOYecc

There is a growing concern in Russia for the well-being of people
with hearing impairments. Therefore, it is a deep study of the Russian
sign language is believed to be beneficial for those who can help people
with hearing impairments.

There is no universal sign language. Different countries have their own
sign languages. Thus, it is the Russian sign language that is used in the
Russian Federation. It is a complete and natural language that has the same
linguistic properties as spoken languages, with grammar being different
from the Russian spoken language. It is the primary language of the Russians
who are deaf'and hard of hearing and is used by some hearing people as well.

The process of teaching police officers the Russian sign language
(RSL) includes learning gestures. These are significant units of the sign
language that capture target concepts. They are expressed by movements
of hands and face as well as dactylology, i.e., dactyl signs, which are the
letters of a particular national alphabet expressed by means of fingers.
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The practice of teaching the Russian sign language made it possible
to develop some pedagogical principles for organization of the learning
process that contribute to the study of educational material and the
achievement of the goal of the in-training program “Training skills of the
Russian sign language for duty units employees, district police officers,
patrol service, traffic road safety, criminal investigation department, for
migration issues”.

The experience of teaching the Russian sign language shows that
a limited period of study, an intensive educational program, target
audiences, lack of knowledge and experience of police officers cause
difficulties in communicating with the deaf and hearing-impaired
citizens.

In general, the structure of practical classes can be represented in the
following way:

- performing exercises to develop the skills of dactyling and reading
the text from a dactylating hand,

- introduction of lexical and grammatical material;

- formation of lexical skills;

- development of lexical and grammatical skills;

- monitoring the level of knowledge, skills and abilities;

- formation and development of speech skills;

- formation and development of translation skills [9].

The methods and forms of teaching used in the traditional educational
system are often predictable and monotonous. The specificity of
educational organizations of the Ministry of Internal Affairs adheres to
the traditional system of education found most of universities. However,
learning any foreign language including the Russian sign language is
believed to be a creative process.

In order to improve any educational process efficiency, it is necessary
to apply modern approaches to the organization of educational activities.
For example, at the beginning of a training course on the Russian sign
language training program for police officers it is essential to establish
contact with the target audience. The teacher’s engagement, motivation,
emotional drive will certainly give a rise to a response from students.
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It should be of great importance to implement creative ideas and
instead of, for example, an ordinary room design, several separate
desktops might be arranged that can be arranged in a non-standard
way to carry out a number of tasks aimed at getting students out of
their comfort zone. For example, during the “Dialogue in the Dark”
training, students cover their eyes with a bandage, then they (in groups
or independently) perform various tasks, i.e., identifying an object by
touch, making a small structure, performing a task within a limited period
of time. Without being able to see, students are completely immersed in
an environment that is unusual for them, they have to learn to express
their thoughts clearly and work in a team.

Games have a special role in a teaching program as they facilitate
language learning. From the point of view of the motivating function, it
is useful to include a small game element in the script of each class, for
example, articulation tasks, conducting various quizzes.

A well-chosen and interestingly told story is also a helpful learning
tool. After studying several topics of the program, a tutor invite ask
students to make up their own stories. It could be their life story, their
professional activity case, a situation they saw happen, a story told by
a friend or an anecdote.

Playing various scenes at language classes aimed at developing
speech skills helps to overcome both language and psychological barriers
in the process of communication between police officers and a deaf man
or a person with a hearing impairment.

In the process (especially at the beginning) of teaching the Russian
sign language to police officers, it is advisable to ask as many questions
as possible, which triggers the students’ thinking activity to formulate
answers. The “Interesting Fact” technique is intended to attract the
attention of the audience by stating an interesting fact that is directly
related to a given topic: “Did you know that there is a sign theater and
even sign singing?” or “Have you ever wondered what would happen if
you couldn’t hear or see...”.

In conclusion, it should be noted that the role of relaxation techniques
at various stages of the classes help to relieve tension in the group
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and cause a positive perception of subsequent information. Thus, the
fingering task may include funny expressions or poems, which might
appeal to students and serve as motivation for active work in practical
classes.

Thus, the analysis of the process of teaching police officers the basics
of the Russian sign language as part of the training program is believed
to have made it possible to identify problems, formulate principles and
develop methods for teaching the Russian sign language skills, which
stimulate to organize the educational process successfully. The intention
to organize the educational process effectively under the professional
development program “Training skills of the Russian sign language for
duty units employees, district police officers, patrol service, traffic road
safety, criminal investigation department, for migration issues” might
contribute to obtaining high results in police training.
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